
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Next week!  
The virtue is humility – awareness that all of our gifts come from God and  
appreciation for the gifts of others. 

Sunday, Dec. 15 – Middle School Choir Advent Concert, 5:30pm, Church. 
Students should arrive at 5:15pm in uniform bottoms with red or green top.  

Monday, Dec. 16 – Grades 1-3 Mass, 10:10am, Church. Please sign in.  

Tuesday, Dec. 17 –  

• Christmas-themed uniform holiday – dress in red and green and 
Christmas-themed clothes 

• Middle School exams / Dismissal at 11:30 am (Middle School only) 

Wednesday, Dec. 18 –  

• 0-5ers Gym time, 11:10am, Gym 
• Middle School exams / Dismissal at 11:30 am (Middle School only) 

Thursday, Dec. 19 –  

• Middle School exams / Dismissal at 11:30 am (Middle School only) 

Friday, Dec. 20 – Grades 4-8 Mass, 10:10am, Church. Please sign in. 

 
 
Looking ahead!  
Dec. 23 – Jan. 3 – Christmas break 
Jan. 16 – Spelling Bee 
Jan. 21-24 – All In Week! 
Jan. 27-31 – Catholic Schools Week! 
Jan. 28 – Education Foundation Breakfast – Get tickets today! 
Jan. 29 – Preschool/Kindergarten Round Up! 9am and 6pm 
 

BUZZ 
              
Dec. 16-20, 2024 

 What’s buzzing around the halls of Saint Thomas?                

dynamic education centered in Christ 

a century of Saint Thomas the Apostle Catholic School   ●  1924-2024 

An Advent calendar for Christ-
centered fun for the entire family. 
Let’s find opportunities to rejoice 
in the Lord this Advent season. 
Included are some ideas to get 
you started. 
 

Check in update!  
FYI...school check in system 
requires a drivers license and 
saves it for 90 days. For some of 
you, your 90 days may soon be 
up. Please remember to bring 
your license again so you have it 
when your 90 days has expired.  
You can save it for another 90 
days. Thank you for your 
cooperation as we do our best  
to create a safe environment for 
everyone here at Saint Thomas. 

 

https://cbo.io/tickets/purchase_tickets.php?slug=stef&form_name=teamagar
https://stthomasgr.org/school-news/do-good-december-2024/
https://stthomasgr.org/school-news/do-good-december-2024/


School lunch!  
Here is our December 2024 lunch menu. Please note this  
lunch change on Thursday, Dec. 19 – Orange chicken (NOT 
BURGERS). Also, on Monday, Dec. 16, we will be doing a lunch 
count for Friday, Dec. 20, which will be Little Caesar’s pizza.  
 

ECC Construction Update 
As we end our week, here are a few of our accomplishments: 

• Underground plumbing and duct repair is complete  
and inspected. 

• Concrete was infilled, all but the footing holes.  
• Framing and drywall delivery arrived this week. 
• Framing has begun and is 70% complete. 
• Drywall hung and finished in the mechanical room. 
• Steel columns measured for order. 

 
We want your feedback!  
In December, the following surveys will be available to our   
community. We love to hear your feedback. You do not need  
to have critical comments – we are also looking for positive  
affirmations. If you are happy with a teacher or administrator,  
take a moment to share that in these feedback surveys. This data  
is used in staff mid-year evaluations. The more data we have, the  
more we can improve. Feedback Surveys: Teacher / Admin / Principal 
 

Return volleyball uniforms! 
If there are any remaining vollyeball uniforms out there, please return them to the office ASAP. Thanks.  
 
Home & School notes! 
Christmas Service Project: Our Saint Thomas School community is sponsoring three families in need this Christmas 
season. If you are interested in helping, please select according to your child’s grade:  

• Preschool-grade 1 
• Grades 2-5 
• Grades 6-8 

Thank you for your generosity! Please bring all wrapped and labeled gifts, along with notes, pictures, and prayers, to 
school on Monday, Dec. 16 or Tuesday, Dec. 17. There will be tables outside the office. 

Catholic Schools Week: If you are interested in helping with Catholic Schools Week (Jan. 26-31), please contact 
Genevieve Boyle (773-610-6473). 
 

 

 

Mission effectiveness! 
Would you like to help deepen and expand the 
spiritual and intellectual life at Saint Thomas? 
Join the Mission Effectiveness committee to 
help us plan new ways to evangelize students, 
parents, and the parish at large. If interested, 
please write Mission Effectiveness Chair, 
James Matthew Wilson, at 
wilsonjm1@stthom.edu.  
 
Traveling rosary: Our mission effectiveness 
team would like to invite you to participate in 
our Saint Thomas Traveling Rosary. If you are 
interested, please use our Traveling Rosary 
Sign Up Genius.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14sTfKkVFkZuwoTtpUdTlIzPjsaDRHscw/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/by5kAERh5iLqJqhS6
https://forms.gle/whLG3aD3bag1V7VGA
https://forms.gle/XRG6JsvLh73XQ94f7
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848A8AC2FAAFBC43-53511045-preschool#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848A8AC2FAAFBC43-53523110-grades#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848A8AC2FAAFBC43-53524668-grades#/
mailto:wilsonjm1@stthom.edu
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A4EABAA2AA1FB6-53948018-traveling#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A4EABAA2AA1FB6-53948018-traveling#/


Blackbaud Financial Aid!  
The window to apply for financial assistance for the 2025-26 school year is open. To get started, visit 
studentfinancialaid.blackbaud.school and check out the 2025-26 Blackbaud Financial Aid parent application guide  
and the 2025-26 parent instructions to help. 

 
STA childcare drop-in rates!  
We are pleased  to announce a Drop In Child Care Program 
for our preschoolers. Students currently enrolled in  
P3 or P4 are eligible to drop in for childcare with 24-hour or 
more notice. This program runs from 11am-3:20pm, Monday-
Friday. The daily drop-in rate is $30 per day. Parents will be 
billed the first week of the following month for any drop-in 
days. To sign up, contact Veronica Perdue at 
veronicaperdue@stthomasgr.org.  
 

Cannonsburg Punch Card  
Punch Card passes for the 2024 / 2025 Cannonsburg Ski 
Area ski season are available for purchase. Passes  
come in bundles of 6 or 10 discount lift tickets, as well as 
discounts on lessons and rentals. Use the following link:  
https://cannonsburg.com/shop/ and list your sponsor school 
as Saint Thomas and your sponsor as Josh Szymanski.   
See this Cannonsburg flyer for details and contact Erin or 
Josh Szymanski with any questions (joshs@oakmi.com). 
 
Coding Camp 
The Raspberry Pi advanced coding camp, run by The Pi 
Academy and Bravo LT computer scientists, is open to  
middle school students in West Michigan. Join us on 
Saturday, Dec. 14, from 10am-3pm at the GRCC Calkins  
Science Center to ignite your passion for technology and programming! During this 5-hour camp, young coders will dive 
into a variety of coding challenges utilizing microcontrollers, sensors, drones, and more. Professional developers will be 
on hand to provide clues and insights, helping them enhance their coding skills. All campers will receive a camp t-shirt, a 
delicious lunch, and a Raspberry Pi kit to take home and continue their coding journey. Register today! 
 
 

 

https://studentfinancialaid.blackbaud.school/#!/login
https://stthomasgr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Parent-Application-Guide-Grand-Rapids-25-26.pdf
https://stthomasgr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/13303-Parent-Instructions-2025-2026.pdf
mailto:veronicaperdue@stthomasgr.org
https://cannonsburg.com/shop/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RHAhy8WlBBZCljlyYIPIBNirqXEVumO7/view?usp=sharing
mailto:joshs@oakmi.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/raspberry-pi-advanced-youth-coding-camp-tickets-1083095510829
https://thecatechistshusband.com/apps/giftregistry/registry/353807

