
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Next week! 
The virtue is fortitude: overcoming fear and remaining steady in doing what is right and good in the face of obstacles. 

Sunday, March 9 – 8th Grade Confirmation Session, 2:30pm, Church. This is the final session for Confirmation 
Candidates and their sponsors (or a parent) in preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation on March 19 (at 7 pm). 

Monday, March 10 –  

• 4th Grade Reconciliation Retreat, 8:15am – 3pm 
• Grades 1-3 Mass, 10:10am. Parents and guests, please sign in. 
• NO HOT LUNCH. Please have your child bring a lunch.  
• 4th Grade Reconciliation Celebration, 6:30pm, Church 

Tuesday, March 11 –  

• Uniform holiday, “Dress like a Book Character Day”  
• Book fair opens, Library, 8am – 4pm. Cash, card and check accepted.  

Wednesday, March 12 –  

• 0-5ers Gym time, 11:10am, Gym 
• Book Fair, Library, 8am – 4pm. Cash, card and check accepted. 

Thursday, March 13 –  

• 4th Grade Songfest  
• Book Fair, Library, 8am – 4pm. Cash, card and check accepted. 

Friday, March 14 – 

• Grades 4-8 Mass, 10:10am. Parents and guests, please sign in. 
• 0-5ers Storytime, 11:10am, Library 

 
 

 
Saturday, March 15 – Party in your Parka, 6-8pm. Southside Ice Arena (566 100th St SW, 
Byron Center, MI 49315). Thanks to the Slobodnik family, skates and ice are provided. You must 
sign this waiver to participate. Dress warmly. Consider bringing bike helmets for any novice 
skaters. The concession stand will be open for business.  

BUZZ 
MARCH IS READING MONTH! 

 What’s buzzing around the halls of Saint Thomas?                

dynamic education centered in Christ 

a century of Saint Thomas the Apostle Catholic School   ●  1924-2024                
March 10-14, 2025 

https://waiver.smartwaiver.com/w/5da270756484f/web/


Looking ahead!  
March 18 – Read My Shirt uniform holiday 
March 21 – Rock Your Socks Day (Uniforms with  
mismatched socks for Down Syndrome Day) 
March 24 – State of the School, 6pm 
March 25 – Uniform holiday 
March 26 – Read in day (in classrooms) 
March 28 – State of the School, 8:30am 
March 28 – Pep assembly 
March 29 – Euchre Tournament (see flyer) 
March 31 – Bandtastic  
April 7-11 – No school / Spring break 
May 9 – Boosters Golf Outing  
May 18 – Middle school choir concert 
 
 

School lunch!  
Here is our March lunch menu. Please note these lunch changes: 

• Monday, March 10 – NO HOT LUNCH. Please have  
your child bring a lunch. 

• Monday, March 17 – Chicken poppers with mashed potatoes 
 

Registration 2025-26!  
Registration for the 2025-2026 school year is here! Thank you to all who have completed the registration paperwork. 
To those who have not, submit ASAP to guarantee your child’s seat for 2025-26. Questions?! Contact Betsy 
Edgerton or Cammi Lawrence in the school office.  

Please note: If you have a preschooler, kindergartner and/or a 7th grader for next year, you must submit 
immunizations and health appraisal to be complete. If you are waiting for an upcoming well-child check up, upload  
old forms and we can help upload new ones as you get them!  
 
 

Uniform reminder!   
April 1 is approaching – the date when students can wear shorts and ditch the leggings. Please take a moment to pull 
out shorts and examine skirts. Make sure short and skirt length is appropriate before April 1. We are noticing lots of 
short, short skirts.  

 

Strategic plan!  
Wondering what’s driving our actions? Check out our strategic plan.  

 

Breaking bread, 
building faith 
We are starting a new feature in our 
weekly Buzz newsletter. Parents are 
the primary educators of their children 
and we are here to support you. In an 
effort to support healthy families, we 
will provide a weekly dinner-time 
discussion question.  

This week’s questions:  

Mr. Corcoran spoke about using “great 
intention” this Lent. What is one thing 
we can do with greater intention? 

What is something thaat made you 
laugh this week? 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bGhkwxVyXpZdeMpVEa_UlxEb0cRoimVD/view?usp=sharing
https://stthomasgr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/St.-Thomas-the-Apostle-Strategic-Intent-Map.pdf


After-school clubs! 
We are offering a program through Afterschool Enrichment Solutions. The classes run 3:25-4:25pm. If you are 
interested in signing up your child for Chess, Coding or STEAM, go to www.learningmeansfun.com/signup and 
complete the online registration. If you have any questions, please contact Afterschool Enrichment Solutions at  
(847) 482-9999 or email registration@learningmeansfun.com. The deadline to register is March 16.  

• Chess (Grades K-8). Wednesdays. Course code: TGR3.26.25 
• Let’s Code It (Grades 2-5): Tuesdays. Course code: TGR3.25.25 
• STEAM (Grades K-5): Mondays, Course code: TGR3.26.25 

 

Traveling Rosary!  
Our mission effectiveness team invites you to participate in our Saint Thomas Traveling Rosary.  

You can pray with your family while driving back and forth from school or pray a decade of the rosary  
each night. If you are interested, please use our Saint Thomas Traveling Rosary Sign Up Genius. 

 
Blackbaud Financial Aid!  

The window to apply for financial assistance for the 2025-26 school year is open.  
Visit studentfinancialaid.blackbaud.school and check out the  

2025-26 Blackbaud Financial Aid parent application guide and the 2025-26 parent instructions to help. 
 
 

 
Love & Logic!   
Love & Logic Parenting Course is still accepting Sign Ups! Parenting the Love and Logic Way® training course 
beginning March 9 for 6 weeks on Sunday afternoons from 2 - 4 pm in the Ministry Center (March 9, 16, 23, 30, and 
tentatively April 6 and 13.) The cost is $85 per couple, which includes a parent booklet, via cash or check to Saint 
Thomas the Apostle Parish. Register for Love & Logic.  
 
 
From Saint Thomas Parish! 
♥  Jubilee Indulgence Study of Lumen Gentium (“Light of the Nations”). Tuesdays, March 11 and 18, 6 - 7pm, 
Ministry Center 
 
♥  Men’s Lenten Renewal Breakfast, Saturday, March 22, 8:30 - 9:30am, Church Lower Level. All men are invited to 
this event of fellowship, prayer, spiritual renewal, and food after the 8am Mass! RSVP by March 17. 
 
♥  Family Service Opportunity – March 12, 6-7:30pm. Kids Food Basket (1300 Plymouth NE, GR) works to pursue a 
hunger-free West Michigan in a way that promotes the passion of our local community. Volunteers (5 and up) needed to 
help prep food for sack suppers. Please register by March 3 to save your spot. Contact Bonnie Burke at (616) 458-5674 
or burkegr@hotmail.com to inquire or register on the KFB website. 
 
♥  Lenten Mobile Blood Drive, March 16. Our next Blood Drive is Sunday, March 16, 8:30am-1pm in the Ministry 
Center. Register to donate blood or sign up on parish website. Call Lori F. at (616) 459-4662 for more information. 

http://www.learningmeansfun.com/signup
mailto:registration@learningmeansfun.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qUjwBkece-hY_KLcHAaHNAToMm1t8zlj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_mxkDf0_RefnykkXP_CBoRGyqEjNuPz3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tnO8e6DoP-S8NkeR4-YmzRkiy-BjRONc/view?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A4EABAA2AA1FB6-53948018-traveling
https://studentfinancialaid.blackbaud.school/#!/login
https://stthomasgr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Parent-Application-Guide-Grand-Rapids-25-26.pdf
https://stthomasgr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/13303-Parent-Instructions-2025-2026.pdf
http://bit.ly/Love_Logic
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfB5MKnFQOWR2-d3IWoLWzSeUDUiSTWS1EyxYiK9vg8DYqmhA/viewform
https://id.bettergood.com/spa/?ReturnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fid.bettergood.com%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DVolunteerHub%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%26code_challenge%3DcK41526dx2btDym7HhUF4-TYKWkt3Ql6m8Fw-V0-cyw%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26state%3DOpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%253DpWzT5u-jjOu1UT1G3EPWbHVw1xq8SOP9TpR-jMPeLRe_phPEbKhwVDONgR-Wq-YuKGKqIosZ-X_0Rvi1EUr8sSPvCK8vfyU7Z2tcPIV0bi0lOl90zTIf9zp2qoI5YdgAPpIOr24hSvqZ8_fXaf29cHIFyzZ5-61UG9QRyf7LQtTuq4jjXTk-mLsSpypb0a3JbzrZP-ZiLa_Rc3Sc0YXcAO1NRAG2J4YXWNVV55ifqir65eKd%26nonce%3D638736979726221045.NDljMzQ4MDktYTliMy00NTI2LWFmZGUtZjgxOTMzYmEyYjMzYThiODgxOTEtODE0OS00YzBlLTg2YzEtZDc0NzU4NGU4MDY3%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fkfb.volunteerhub.com%252Flp%252Fgrstthomaschurchlorifedewa%252FopenId-connect%26post_logout_redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fkfb.volunteerhub.com%252Flp%252Fgrstthomaschurchlorifedewa%252FopenId-connect%26orgUid%3Dadfaacbd-c64a-43a7-93db-1d5001636b75%26landingPageUid%3D2122ec92-c866-48b1-a054-b0f7ddf111e1%26vhReturnUrl%3D%252Flp%252FGRStThomasChurchLoriFedewa%252F%26x-client-SKU%3DID_NET472%26x-client-ver%3D8.3.0.0&vhSubhost=GRStThomasChurchLoriFedewa&vhHost=kfb.volunteerhub.com&vhReturnUrl=%2Flp%2FGRStThomasChurchLoriFedewa%2F
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11407600


 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


