
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Next week!  
The virtue this week is temperance: the restraint of our desires so that  
we can do what is right and good. 
Sunday, Nov. 16 –  

• Father Stephen’s installation Mass with the Bishop, 11am Mass 
• Band Concert, 2:30pm, Catholic Central gym 

Monday, Nov. 17 – Guest chapel speaker Kelly Jandernoa,  
introducing Big Bold LOVE Day! 

Tuesday, Nov. 18 –  

• Guest chapel speaker Fr. Jordan DeGuire,  
Aquinas College Chaplain 

• Parent Rosary, 2:45pm, inside church 
• Parent Chaplet of Divine Mercy, 3:05pm, inside church 

Wednesday, Nov. 19 –  

• All-School Mass, 8:15am 
• Gym Time, 11:10am, STA Gym 

Thursday, Nov. 20 – Big Bold LOVE Day!  

• Wear red tops with uniform bottoms to celebrate Audrey Lou  
and Big Bold LOVE Day! 

• Guest chapel speaker Sr. Frances Zajac,  
West Catholic Assistant Principal 

• Watercolor Workshop, 6pm, Preschool Center (see last page) 

Friday, Nov. 21 –  

• Storytime, 10am, Preschool Center 
• Soup’s On Women’s Bowl Painting Party, 6:30pm, Preschool 

 

 

BUZZ 
                
Nov. 17-21, 2025 

 What’s buzzing around the halls of Saint Thomas?                

dynamic education centered in Christ 

a century of Saint Thomas the Apostle Catholic School   ●  1925-2025 

Thanksgiving Drive!  
Our Saint Thomas community will be 
collecting food and toiletries for our 
neighbors in need, Nov. 14-Dec. 2.  
Let’s kick off this holiday season with 
some small acts of kindness that go a 
long way! 

Here’s what we will be collecting: 

Preschool: Toiletries (Toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, deodorant, hand sanitizer, 
shampoo & conditioner, combs, toilet 
paper, etc.) 

K-5: Dry Goods (Mac & Cheese, Rice, 
Stuffing, Cereal, Pasta, Beans, etc.) 

6-8: Canned Goods (Soups, Canned 
vegetables, Canned fruits, etc.) 

Grandfriends Club: Diapers (Size 3 & 
Up); Adult gloves & hats 

Please drop off goods at the Ministry 
Center or the Preschool Center.  

Thanks for your help in strengthening  
our community! 

 



 

 

Looking ahead!  
Nov. 25 – Uniform holiday 
Nov. 26-28 – Thanksgiving Break 
Dec. 2 – School Board Meeting, 6pm 
Dec. 8 – All-School Mass, 8:15am 
Dec. 9 – Reconciliation Service, 5pm 
Dec. 10 – School Reconcilation Service, 10am 
Dec. 10 – Advent Music Concert, 6pm (see last page for more details) 
Dec. 16 – Uniform holiday 
Dec. 22-Jan. 4 – Christmas break 
 

School lunch!  
Here is our November 2025 lunch menu. FYI...we will no longer offer 
alternative lunch on Fridays.  

Too many students are using the microwave in the kitchen during lunch.  
For safety and sanitary reasons, students will no longer have access  
to the microwave.  
 

Mass participants for Nov. 19 

• 1st reading: Oliver V 
• Petitions: James V, Abram S, Max V, Nora V, Kenny F, Iris V,  

Cora C, Mavis H 
• Altar servers: Maddie S, Sarah H, Grace M 
• Sacristan: Eliana K, Asher K 
• Gifts: Olivia S, Declan B 
• Ushers: Frankie C, Paige K 
• Xylophones: Rebekah, Eliza, Eden, Gabby 
• Bells: Xavier C, Levi E, Edward E, Joseph S 
• Song leaders: Ceci W, Olivia B 

If your child is listed above and you know they will not be attending  
Mass, please emai Mr. Baxter.  

 

Welcome littest Hornet!  
We want to welcome the newest member of our  
Saint Thomas community – Lucia Pauline!  
Lucia was born on Nov. 12 to proud parents  
Alesha and Luis and big sister Pia (P3).  
Welcome to the world, Lucia! We’re so  
glad you’re here! 

 

Sign up for  
Winter II  
GRACEAC Sports! 
The window to register for 
GRACEAC Winter II sports is open! 
If your student is interested in Girls 
Basketball or Boys/Girls Ski, visit 
https://graceac.com/winter-ii/ to 
register today. The deadline to 
register is Nov. 30. After that, there 
will be a late fee. 

You will sign up through TeamSnap. 
FYI...there is a league fee for 3rd/4th 
basketball; the 5th-8th league is free.  

 

Blackbaud 
Financial Aid 
window open!  
The window to apply for financial 
assistance for the 2026-27 school 
year is open. The first deadline is 
Dec. 1, 2025. Visit 
studentfinancialaid.blackbaud.school 
to get started and check out the  
2026-27 Blackbaud Financial Aid 
parent application guide and the 
2026-27 parent instructions to help. 
 
 

P3 Parent Party 
Postponed! 
The P3 Parent Party that will be  
held at the Preschool has been 
postponed. It will be rescheduled 
sometime in the new year. Watch  
the Buzz for details.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hzz0-rnHkukoTKEm7yQ3k7lQ2kwMLLWA/view?usp=sharing
https://graceac.com/winter-ii/
https://studentfinancialaid.blackbaud.school/#!/login
https://stthomasgr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Parent-Application-Guide-Grand-Rapids-2026-2027.pdf
https://stthomasgr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Parent-Application-Guide-Grand-Rapids-2026-2027.pdf
https://stthomasgr.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/13303-Parent-Instructions-2026-2027.pdf


Auction sponsorship opportunities!  
Calling all STA business owners! Interested in being a 2026 Auction Sponsor? Reach out to Lucas Van 
Drunen (lucas.vandrunen@gmail.com) and/or Lindsay Keegan (keegan.d.lindsay@gmail.com)  to learn more about our 
sponsorship opportunities.   
 

Parent basketball nights! 
The Thursday night women’s basketball group will now be meeting at 8pm in the Saint Thomas gym! All Saint Thomas 
moms are welcome! Contact Val Wieten (616-822-9051) with questions. 

A men’s basketball group will be playing on Tuesday nights (please note new night) at 8pm. All Saint Thomas dads 
are welcome. Contact Anthony Giovannetti (anthonygiovannetti@stthomasgr.org) with questions. 
 

Breaking bread, building faith! 
Family dinner-time discussion topics: 

• What’s one small habit – something that takes 5 seconds – that helps you practice temperance? 
• Imagine you could go back in time and re-do one moment using temperance....what would you change? 

 

Traveling Rosary! 
Our mission effectiveness team would like to invite you to participate in our Saint Thomas Traveling Rosary.  
Lift up our school staff teachers parents and kids and your daily prayers while you pray this rosary. If you are 
interested, use our Saint Thomas Traveling Rosary Sign Up Genius. 
 

Parish News! 
Community Thanksgiving Day Dinner – All are invited! Saint Thomas the Apostle Church will be hosting the annual 
Community Thanksgiving Day Dinner on Thursday, Nov. 27, from 12-2pm in the church lower level.  All are invited to 
join in the celebration at 1449 Wilcox Park Drive SE, GR, MI. RSVP to attend or call (616) 459-4662. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please RSVP to volunteer.  

 
CC News 
Catholic Central High School has some upcoming events that are open  to the larger community.   

• CC Hockey Christmas Tree Sale: Make Christmas Tree shopping easy this year and 
support Catholic Central Hockey. Pre-order your tree by Nov. 20. Pick up on Nov. 30.  
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